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rs HE gta and es a reiigtet se 
a fuc h, that, n no. ». Occurrence, whether 
peoilan domeftics , Oru privatey,»prefents isfelf, 
But you may’ find 4 text Mitable to the fame 
How far, I have been direated” to chu fe" ‘the 


tight, L fabmit to.the better : judgment of this 


vaberale ‘audiebce : burtiI mean to" iniprove 


the prefent oppertunity,’ By* ‘treating on the 
| feparation that, happened. amongft the Jewilh 
tribes in the time of Rehoboam,. and to 
of grou ind | the  difcourle « upon coe ores in the 
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SHE toe ik T N G'S ¥: y 150N. 
Phercfore the hing Beakty not unto’ the 
~¥ =<priple or the caufe was from the Lord. 


HE: accel reales enable.us:te folve 
many?a difficulty in the ancient and 
-modern hiftory of the world. .Ac- 

cording to-their doftrine, the Lord 

Jehovah, the Creator of the univerfe, governs 

all his works, whether material or immaterial, 
€. animats 


i) 


— 
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animate or inanimate, rational or irrational, 
men omangels, agreeable to an infinitely wife 
plan formed from the beginning ; and brings 
to pafs his own purpofe, doing all his pleafure 
and caufing his caunfel to ftand, amidft the 
vatious jatring G¢vices of created intelligent 
beings. He hath wifdom and ftrength. He 
hath counfel and underftanding. He docth 
greae things and unfearchable ; marvellous 
things without number. He fetteth' up on 
high thofe that be low ;_ that thofe which 
mourn may be exalted to fafety. He difap- 
pointeth the devices of the crafty, fo that 
their hands cannot perform their. enterprife. 


’ He taketh the wife in their own craftinefs : 


aad the counfel of the froward is carried 
headlong. The deceived and the deceiver are 


his. He leadeth counfellors away Spoiled, 


and maketh the judges fools. He loofeth the 
bond of kings, and breaketh the rod of the 
oppreflor. He poureth contempt upon prin- 
ces, and weakneth the ftrength of the mighty. 
He taketh aw/y the heart of the chiefs.of the 
people of the darth, and caufeth them to wan- 
der in a wilderhefs where there is no way. 


- He plucketh up, pulleth down, and deftroy- 


ethkingdoms. He buildeth and planteth and 
profpereth nations. In, fine, his influence 
extends to all events whether more or Iefs im- 
portant, that fo each may work together, in 
its refpective place, towards the accomplifh- 
ment of that perfeé& fcheme of univerfal go- 
vernment, which He hath projected. 
Thus 


Per ys 


- ‘Thus we are taught to account f@pthofe 
gtand revolutions that take place at times in 


-thefe lower regions ; and that are broughe 


forward by circumffances i@ghemfelves apga- 
rently trifling; and that might cafily have 
been prevented by a prudent and {peedy com- 
pliance with the reafonable requefts of the 
aggrieved. 


The Jewifh ftate flourithed amazingly, un- 
der the reign of Solomon ; whofe court was 
the refort of the wife and npble ; for there 
came of all people to hear the wifdom of Solo- 
mon, from all kings of the earth, which had 
heard of his wifdom, 1 Kings. 4. 34. The 
friendthip of this wife king was courted by 
neighbouring ftates, who paid him their an- 


‘nual tributes. He enlarged his dominions fo 


as to rule over all the region on this fide the 
river, the great river Euphrates, from Tiphfab 
even unto Azzah, over all thg kings on thi 
fide the river, and he had peac& on all fides 
round about him, Kings, 4. 25. Trade and 
commerce was profecuted with that fpirit, and 
attended with fuch fuccefs, as that he made 
jilver and gold at Ferufalem as plenteous as 
Jiones, and cedar trees made be as the /ycomore 
‘trees that are in the vale for abundance. 
2Chro. 1. 15. His fubjeéts enjoyed not enly 
plenty but fecurity: Judah and Lrael dwelt 
Safely, every man under his vine, and un- 
der his fig-tree from Dan even to Beer-/heba, 
from one end of the country to the other, 
allthe days of Solomon, 1 Kings 4.25. One 
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= Oe, would. have concluded, fromthe 
height ‘the Jewifh empire had reached, whet 
at its meridian in the reign of Solomon, that 
like the fammer girs it would have been long 
in ‘declining. _ ¥t alas ! how foon. did. the 
glory and fafhion of it pafs away, thro’ the 
bad policy that prevailed under the reign of 
his a Solomon’s funeral is f{carcé 
clofed, before fatal diffentions arife : the Jew- 
ifh tribes feparate thro’ the imprudence and 
tyranny of Rehoboam ; and the empire. is 
fuddenly divided.into two independent ftates. 


. Thus the molt deftru&ive events may. be iA 
the rear of the moft fuccefsful. It is not for 
a@ community, any more than:a private per- 
fon to fay, glorying in prefent appearances, 
My mountain ftandeth firong, I /hall. not be 
moved, I fhall. never bein adverfity, When 
great mercies beftowed upon a finful . nation, 
are productive of great vices, inftead.of lead- 
ing to repentjnce and. the: practice of ‘virtue, 
divine jufticeymay burl it without. further 
warning into.tne depths of mifery. __ 


When George the 2d. of bleffed memory, 
was upon the verge of eternity, the Britifh- 
nation had nearly attained the fummic of its 
glory. - That worthy fovereign had the hap- 
pinefs of his reign interrupted, by an unpro+ 
voked rebellion and by wars with foreign 
powers ; but ic’s clofe was like that of the 

fetting fun, with not a cloud about it, rs 
the 


© 
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the form that loured in‘the fky hath been 
broken: and difperfed.. His loyal Zubjects 
enjoyed the glorious circumftances, while 
they fiecerely mourned it, being a ferting, 
~and nota rifing fur. How Ser, they confeled 
-themfelves. wich the hopes, that his fuccefsor 
“would :poffe{s the royal virtues of his ag-d 
grandfire, and prove the happy infiromenc 
of confirming and lengthening out the Bri- 
_tith glory ; and therefore hailed his afcenfion 
to the throne, with loud and hearty accla- 
“nations. Thefe had fcarce eccafed, ere it 
was perceived, that the baneful influence, 
which George the 2d. forefaw, dreaded as - 
big with mifery to his fubjeéts, and fpoke Qf 
"with coacern te his trufty fervants,was giving 
a wrong dias to publick meafures. Old and 
experienced perfons, converfant with bufi- 
nefs, and who had the confidence of the 
people, were removed, that fo an ambitious 
favourite of high flying principles, with his 
clan . of, pliant dependants, m®ght be admit- 
ted into places of honor, power and profit. 
"The throne was foon furrofinded by men 
of defppric fentiments ; and the complexion 
of the court was fuch, as that not only vio 
lent tories, but known Jacobites repaired to 
ic with confidence, while the ttanch friends 
_of the Houfe of Hanover were fo coolly 
received, as to be really flighted. This oc- 
cafioned many converts from among thofa 
that were attached to the pretenders family ; 
bur as a political writer wilely and: fevercly 
b obfervcd, 
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“o sta dy se they changed thett idol,they re- 
“tained théit idolatry. They: were, with the 
“party” they had‘) Hedy for havirg “the king 
abfolute ; but’ "Britons" were ftrenuous for 


‘the forms cf liberty, ‘tho’ negligent as to li- 
“berty itfelf, they were for making him fo by 
“Jaw ; which, as the nation was loft to ‘pub- 
click virtue, might cafily Be “dome ‘by cor- 


rupting and fecusing a majority in” parlia- 


. ment. No wonder, that,” while 3s leading 


: “fovercig a temper well adapted to feeend! and 


‘upport them, ‘fhoul®*he not be thought the 


eas promoter, unwarrantable ‘methods were 
adopted for procuring monics for the purpofe 


of miniftry, without regarding the rights of 


“thofe that were to pay them; and that a 


firm determined cppofition to fach proceed- 
ings was decmed, and treated as,difobedience 
to legal authority. From hence hath origi- 
nated.a feparation between thofe’ that “were 
as nearly related,and as f{trongly united, as 
the Jewith tribes ‘Such was the warm affection 
that the Colonifts had for Great-Britain, that 
they confidcred her as their home, and ho- 
nored her as their mother country. In all 


_ her affliions, they were affi@ed ; and whea 


fhe rejoiced, they were glad. With what 


~anxicty did they expeét news, when her ruin 


was threatncd by rebellions or invafions ! 
How did they wifh that they could crofs the 
Atlantic in her defence ! How did they ex- 
ult in her falvatioas ! And how were their 
hearts 


Eu 


hearts enlarged ine thitik{eivings to God for 
her. fuccx fles.} But how has the. cruclty of 
the Brigth legiflature, -and- the tam efs o 
~ the Britifh nation in fuf ering | it, produced 
fach an alienation of heart in the olonitts, 
thats many, very many, c {carce with to be 
—conneétéd with. her more, «any way what- 
foever ! ! Asa friend to, the rights of mankind 
in ‘general, _and of this Continent i: in particu- 
Jar, I can’t but pray that the King of kings 
would give his fanétion to what the, Congrefs 
declared this day. ‘twelve month, and, by fuc- 
ceeding, make the united States ‘of America 
poesaaly: Free and Indepencent ; being af- 


at there is no alternatit ey but that ot 


the moft horrid livery : And yet as a native: 


of Great-Britain, and confidering that thayis 
. the land. of the fepulchres. of your forefathers, 
ak cast: -but- with, that, tho’ we have been 
drove: ‘into. _an inde endency, we may not be 
forced into a tota _fepatation. ‘However, it 
is likely that we hall fee the words of Reho- 
boam’s father verified —a- brother ‘offen ded is 
harder to. be won than a flrone city, and their 
éontentions are like the bars rT: caftle—of an 
unfual fize, beyond what to be met ith 
jn pace among ftrangers, Prov. ‘18.19. 


“Return we to the facred hiftory. 


Le repaired to Shechem, where all 
Urael met to make him king. The houle of 


David ” could pee a divine right to the 
; a aly eg 
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obstieas be 
throne ; and yet God, de fgni ng to intimate, 
that tr égrinces were to rule for the good of 
the fubj-&s, were not to Jord it over his he- 


Titage, and would forfeit their right. fhould: 
they commence pipanes, did leave the invefli-’ 


ture in the hands of the people. “Thus ppon 


- every new inftalment, the people had an op- 


portunity of relating the grievances they la- 


_ boured- under during the preceeding reign, 


and of infifting on a redrefs ere they acknow- 


hedged the fuceeflor, Accordingly all the 
~eorzregation came and Spake unto Rehoboom, 


Juuig, thy father made our yoke grievous > 


now therefore make thou the grievous fervice 


of thy f-ther, and bis heavy yoke which be 


“ptt upon us, lighter, and we will ferve thee, 


v. 3, 4. We arenot told what were the par- 
ticuars on which this general complaint was 
grounded. We may conclude, from the ac- 
knowledgment contained in Rehoboam’s an- 
{wer, that it was not without foundation. 
‘The advantages enjoyed ubder the reign of 
Solomon, were spcommon ; notwithftanding 
which, there wo e fome things peculiarly dif- 
guftful, that the people were not willing to 


fubmit to under his fueceffor : and that Re-* 


hoboam might not conftrue their filence into 
an acquiefence, they. datermined upon fpeak- 
ing theic minds freely, and ftipulating with 
him upon what terms they would ferve him. 
Whether they thought the expences of go- 
veroment. multiplied urrec flarily, or defign- 
edly mifappticd« whether they objected to 
, ihe 
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‘the taxes as.-too. great, or to the mod ay of 


Jaying and raifing them,. or to the imperivus, 


‘infolent: and oppreflive behaviour of crown.. 


officers : whether any, fome, gx each of thefe 
were particular matters of con 

main an uncertainty: but they confidered 
themfelves as having been under a heavy yoke 
and grievous fervitude. . They therefore inti- 
mate to Rehoboam, that they would not ferve 
him, unlefs he would lighten their burden. 
This circumftance, plainly proves, that they 
did not apprehend themfelves bound to non- 
refiftance and paffive-obzdience, though Reho- 
boam fhould plead that he was king jure 
divino. ©The language of their procedure 
was, ‘we fubmit to no unconditional fove- 
* reignty. + You mutt folemnly promife, be- 
**« fore we inftall you, and’acknowledge our- 
felves your fubjeéts.. Then we fhall know 
“ what we have to truft to, and when our 
** obligation ta obedience .ceafes.. Do we 
“ approve’ of your propofa's, we “ will ferve 
“ you: if not,we are at liberty to {ive whom 
‘we pleafe. Do we agree tour propo- 
“ fals, we are bound to ferve you while you 
* keepto them; but do you vary from them 
** without oar confenr, the contract is ended, 
** our allegiance is abfolved, we havea right 
** to chufe another fovercign, or to alter the 
** mode of government as we may judge 
** moft expedient”. Let it be obferved, that 
thefe were the fentiments not of a dif affeét- 
ed party, butof all the congregation of Ifracl—= 
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af a period, not when the nation was over- 
— fungvith ignorance, aad pricftcraft influen-: 
ced, but immediately after the Jews had been 
‘tutored in the fchool of wifdom, by the great- 


eft and a that everilived.. Here 

‘te with “propriety ‘the follow- 
ing words of the Rev. Dr: Thomas Newton, 
wrote upon another occaficn— “not only in 
this particular, but in the general the ferip- 
tures, though often perverted to the purpo- 
fes of tyranny,” are yet in their own. nature 


calculated to promote the civil as well as the 
eo religious liberties of ‘mankind. True religi- 


on and virtue, and liberty are more nearly 


_ related, and more intimately conneéted with 
m each other, than people commonly confider.. 
Ttis very true as St. Paul faith, that where 


the fpirit of the Lord is, there is hiberty : or 
as our Saviour himfelf expreffech it, if ye con= 
tinue in my word, then are ye my difciples in- 
deed; and ye Shall know the truth, and the 
truth fhall make ye free.” . Whether thefe, 
which were the fentiments of a private cler- 
gyman, edpinue thofe ef the Bifhop of Brif 
tol fince advancement,/is immaterial to the 
public: but they will be perpetuated ia his 
incomparable differtations onthe prophecics, 
VOR 2 p23 F3bGs =: 


Rehoboam having heard what the:people 
hed to fay, with feeming prudence defers pi- 
ving them an anfwer,.ti!l he had time to con- 
fier: the affairy-and confuls his: counfellors, 
< and 


S 


— Aas. 4 : 

Seid fo. iendetlonts tebe the. rake biy- 
“ing, depart yet for three days, thencome again 
to me. Had Rehoboam,.a good defign ‘in 
thus delayin the mazter, he Cxchr to be comr- 

“mended for it ; but the’ policy of princes is 
“fo exceeding intricate: ‘and ‘crooked, that he 
might only mean’ to gain’ time by it. He 
_ might refent their condué in picleating fuch 

“a petition ; artfully conceal his difpicafure ; 
“give it to all appearance a gracious reception ; 
- propofe by that mens to make them fecure, 
“to deceive‘and to divide thém% and think that 
“within the three days, “what with corrupting 
‘fome, wheedling others, and -frigkhtninge the 


‘timid, he fhould fo weaken the oppofition’as’ 


“to have nothing to fear from it. — Suéh poli- 
ay ‘would only have refembled that of modern 
“times. Rehoboam however, to keep up the 


“farce, confulted with the old men that flood. 


before Solomon his father, while be yet lived, 
‘and faid, how do ye advife, that I may an- 
“fwer this people ? The people when they heard 
he had confulted the old ftatefm@n of the for- 
_mer reign, might promife themfelves a redrefs 
of grievances from their. wifdom, and be rea- 
dy to congratulate each other upon the plea- 
fing profpe&. In this George the third did 
— not refemble_ Rehoboam. The reafon for ic 
_ may be eafily ‘conjeétured. He wes well af- 
_ fared, that bad he confulted the old men that 
_ flood before his grandfather while he yet fi- 
ved, they like Solomen’s councellors) would 
- have advifed him to > have complied with the 
$ petition 


Pay 
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Petiion of the complainants ; which, as he 
ha®& no inclination’ to do, he might’ fear 
* would embarrafs his affairs and difconcert his 
favourite projgas. 
€ * esi? tee eee: 
The old men. gave counfel to Rehoboam 
»faying, if thou wilt be a fervant to this people 
this day, and wilt ferve them, and anfwer 
them, and /peak good words to them, then 
they will be thy fervants for ever. ."the old 
-men_ had ftudied, been long acquainted with, 
and knew the temper of the people; that 
they were not given to change ; that they 
did not feek occafion to feparate {rom Solo- 
~mon’s fucceffor.; that they fought nothing 
more than to have their’ petition complied 
with; that their propofals were honcft, what- 
ever defigning and interefted men might in- 
finuate ; and that they would keep their 
word with Rehoboam. were. they gratified :. 
therefore they do not hefitate to declare pof- 
tively, what-would be the happy. confequence 
would he anfwer them gracioufly, and {peak 


> 


Gs good wordato them. 
5 a 
Ga Whether it was owing entirely to Reho- 


_boam’s not relifhing this good advice ; or 
partly to that, and partly to the cunning 
practices of fome felfifh fervants, who were 
fenfible, that, if he followed it, their {chemes 
of aggfandizing themfelves and families 
would be totally ruined ; fo it was, that he 
Sorfook the counfel of the old men, which they 
had given him, and confulted with the young 
; men 


ec 
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n that were grown up with him, and which 
efor him. ; % 


rfons here filed young men, were 
ery young in p of years ; tor, 
it’s being faid chat they were grown up 
Rehoboam, we muft conc ude that ihey 
of the fame age with him ; and she was 
nd one years old when he began to 
®eign ; but they were young men compared 
wit ihe old men that food before Solomon; _ 
they were young alfo in point of political 
knowledge, and the art of geverning proper- 
dys They had lived long enongh.to bave beea 
good politicians and wife counfellors, if they 
had. applied: themfelves to the ftudy of humazf 
nature, the Sow espa mankind, and the hilto- 
ry of flares gdoms ; but they had neg- 
¢ he(e-par cticulars and.had applied theme 
falves ccom the  rlaiais aod getting the favour 
of the prince, co wham they had :been ap- 
ted companions when young, and with 
an they were grownup. They were raw 
and inexperienced, as to ftate agairs 5 ; aad ng 
ways fit to be advifed with id ayatters of the 
~ firt importance, which requirfd the greatet 
; acity, and a judgment matufed -by repeat- 
€d practice. Men may shave .old:sheads, and 
erent: of giving proper counfel, far 
want of underftanding what they gre,confal- 
_ fed about. Bur as Rehoboam did.noPappraxe 
~Biehe count: of the ald .meo,che Fie ‘d 
in applyingsto « the young cn that 
STetadcs 2.” heccs : WGKS 
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“wereG@own up with him: for there was no 
danger of their giving advice that would be 
difagreeable to him. They had been fo long 
about his perfogpthat they knew his temper, 
(perhaps better than what he bimfelf did) 
what counfel would be acceptable to him ; 
and they would not run the hazard of being 
turn’d out of place and removed from before 
him, by advifing to meafures that he might 
diflike. Not only fo, but they might have 
been fo long habituated to adapt their own in- 
clinations to that of the prince with whom 
they had grown up, as that harfh proceed- 
ings might pleafe them no lefs than him. We 
“cannot be furprifed therefore that they fpake 
unto him, faying, thus /halt thou fpeak unto 
this people, that fpake unto thee faving, thy 
father made our yore beavy, but make thou it 
lighter unto us: thus fhalt thou fay unto thent, 
my little finger {hall be thicker than my father’s 
Joins... And now whereas, my father did lade 
you with ag heavy yoke, I will add to your 
yoke: my father bath chaftijed you with whips, 
but I willchaftife you with feorpions.. Rehobo- 
am though decended from Solomon, had ve- 
ry little of Solbmon’s wifdom, or he muft have 
known, that fuch an anfwer as this, would. 
only inflame the people, and make matters 
worfe: but it fo fuited his arbitrary difpofiti- 
on, that“when they came to him on the third 

day according to appointment, he anfwered 
them roughly, forfook the old men’s: coun- 
fel,and {Spoke to them.after the coun{el of 

she 
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the young men. Ir muft appear ftrange, that. 
any one who was nor quite a natural fhould 
commit fach a horrid blunder, and dr®&m of 
bullying, with great founding words of vani-~ 
ty,a high {pirited people, frm gling for their” 
Jiberties, and determined Ais fabmit¢o 
pat hardfhips. But our text tells us how it” 
came about, and wherefore it was that the- 
king hearkned not untothe people : he did it not, © 
for the caufewas from the Lord, that he migh?- 
perform bis saying, which the Lord Spake by 
Abiah the Shilonite, unto Jeroboam the fon. 
of Nebat. What the Lord fpake by Abijah : 
unto feroboam, was, that Hé would rend the. 
kingdom and give ten tribes to him. Ie was : 
the will and defign of heaven that the ten 4 
tribes fhould be feparatcd from Rehoboam, — 
wherefore ic was that the king hearkned not 
unto t e people. — He was Tete to himfelf, to 
act a foolith obftinate part, and to follow the © 
worlt advice, that fo the purpofe of the Moft ~ 
High might be accomplifhedy “This is the 
only rational way of accounting for what 
happened : and thus was it feectiag to the 
Latin adage—thoft Whom Goat means todef- ~ 
troy, he firlt of all Bereaves mf fenfes. Re- _ 
hoboam being fo loft to common fenfe as to — 
give the anfwer above relatedt, the people re- 
fented it witha becoming {ps t ; and hearing ~ 
nothing good to hope for, f¥gin one who ~ 
could treat them thus cavalierly 4 tho’ they - 
were his beafts of burden, fhould they enter | 
iato further treaty with him 3 and being a4 : 
— eS MHC Ok 
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fides € that it was not the will of heaves that : 
“the 1 Lerol’s free people thould fubmit to be. 
enflaved bya tyrant, becaufe he was defcend-. 
= ed from David whom the Lord had. anointed _ 
to be king over 4 tribes of Ifrael, they. had 
a fecourfe to the ‘bnalienable rights of homan | 
nature, declared themfelves free and indepens 
deat, laying, what portion have we in Da- 
vid ? neither. have we inheritance in. the fon 
of Feffe: to your tents O Ifrael ; now fee ta 
c thine. howe David. In. the warmth of 
_ their refe mentthey feem to {peak diftcfpeat- 
fully of pies rebut when perfons arc ehar- _ 
avaged with cruel treatment, and that after ha- 
Ving meant well atid Aoncftly, it is not unu- 
fu&i for them to utter thofe bash expteffions 
that they wold pot adopt in cooler moments. , 
So Ifrael départed into their tents. Rchobo- 
am was foon fenfible of his error ; but im ens 
deavouting to corre étit, fellinto another that — 
inade his affairs fill worfe. He fent Adoram, 
who was over the tribute to treat with them. | 
The tribute we may fuppofe was one ground 
of complaint ; and Adotam might by his bad 
fanagemient in ar deparement, have made 
himfelf peculiatl bnoxious.; unlefs it was fos 
we can featce thik rise be, “would have fal- 
jen 4 facrifice to their rage in fuch a way, for 
all Mrael ftoried Mim. os tances that he died, 
‘ ene one or more, whohad the 
Snfidence of the people, and: were 
polleffed of prudence, fome. good might poffi- 
bla have come of it, ahd a reconciliation have 
taken 


fw 
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taker place: bu tha evand thet 
fore the °8 tieved were infulted in th&¢on-- 


ore the & 


w 


boam the fon of Solomon. What horrid fcenes 
were now likely to commence ! Countrymen, 
brethren in blood, brethren in religion, fal-— 
ling upon and flaughtering cach other with 
the weapons of deftruétion ! Honfes on fire ! 
Towns in flames ! Women afd children 
shrieking, crying, and flying, wifhout conve- 
niences, without neceffiries, iat@ woods and 
dens and caves for fafery ! Sons,">rethren, lo- | 
vers, hufbands, parentsand grandparents wal- 


ing ! But an infinitely merciful G 
‘difts the whole by a moft timely meffige. | 
Lhe word of Ged came unto Shemajah the 

= maw. 
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man of God, faying, fpeak unto Rekoboam the 
Jon of Solomon the king of Judah, and unto all 
the houfe of Judah and Benjamin, and to the 
remnant of the people, faving, thus faith the 
Lora, ye fhall fi: go up, nor fight againft your 
brethren the children of Ifrael : return every 
man to his houfe, for this thing is from me. 
Did Rehoboam’s_ regard to the divine prohi- ‘ 
bition influence bim to defift, it. was*more to — 
his credit than had he marched againfl and . 
fubdued the ten tribes ; butit is to be appre- 
ea ed,from the temper he had before fhew- _ 
d, that the authority of the man of God to 
deliver fach a mcflage would have been difpu- 
ted by him, had not the Jews that cleaved to _ 
Shim been fully convinced of the meflages, being 
from the Lord, which at once difarm’d them _ 
of all hoftileintentions againft their brethren, . 
tho’ themfelves accuftomed to war. They 
bearkned therefore to the werd of the Lord, 
and returned to depart according to the word 
of the Lord. Thus I have confidered the re- 
volution that commenced at the death of So- 
Jomon, and the progrefs of that feparation - 
from the howe of David, that the ten tribes 
were drove in\o, by the infulting and tyran- — 
nical conduét of Rehoboam—an event of that _ 
nature and fo/circumftanced, that can be ac- 
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tien that hath taken place, between the uni- 
ted States of America and Great- BRitaip. 
‘That real friend to America and the rights of 
juman nature, Dr. Price, was he acquainted 
rich all the anecdotes to bowained on this 
fide the atlantic relative to our affairs,inftead of 
‘wording himfelf fo cautioufly ‘J fancy 1 fee, 
would not hefitate in faying”, ‘* J /ee in thefe 
meafures fomething that cannot be accounted 
for merely by human ignorance”. He would i 
- ftrike out 1am inclined to think that.and boldly ; 
# pronounce the hand of providenice is in them, 
*< working to bring about fome great ends”. 
You muft have applied already much of 
the difcourfe ; for we have not been alluding 
to things done in fecret ; and you cannot be 
dwellers in the Maflachufetts, and be ftranr 
gers tothem. This continent complained of 
real grievances, and humbly petitioned. What- 
ever individuals of uncommon penetration 
might with, from forefecing what would ne- 
«eflarily exift fooner or later ; the bulk of the 
people in every State, not this excepted, the 
‘body of the delegates, would? have been f{a- 
isfied, would have rejoiced, wibuld have been 
mappy, had their requefts Geem complied 
with. No fet of delegates cduld have infitt- 
d upon more without breakirtg the union. .of 
 the‘colenies.. Inftead of being teard and re- 
lieved, the yoke was increafed bjyfreth aéts 
of cruelty, and mew burdens Jaid aheon the 
continent. Our ‘firft grievances were fooken 
‘Sf, as if not real: and as tho’ we comphined 
SRE eal without 


“plan ; an 


es 
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ishout--canfe, it was determined that we 
oud have caufe for complaining. We had 
rot been accuftomed to a Rate of flavery ; 
therefore could not brook fuch treatmeng 
Without relernfftg it. In thé Britith Pastia- 
‘ment we were pofted up to the world for 
poltroons, and the einiftry promifed them=- 
felves a vidtory, over all our tefolutions to be 
jree, without any flauphter. “ Thecabinet was 
9 no difpofition to give America any redrefs, 
1] > ing. was our inveterate enemy, and _ or- 


: < 


the minifters to perfivere in the old 

nd it was determine by the jecre¢ 
o- Sotle 157. He “difirels SiS eee - oti 
guling power to diftrefs us as much as pofli- 
ble, This “ruler, being the veryelt coward 
%hat humat naiure can know”, * no wonder 
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® Taken out of a letter from a gentleman at London re 
ohis friend in Vitginia, copied and fentover by the 
_ Tare JoGiah Quincy, jun. Ef; whofe death was.ccca- 
fioned by his zeal to ferve the Amerjean caule, ne 
Jefe than if be had-been flain in the ela, a8 appears 
. from the following minutes in his journial—* It isa 
good deal againft my own private opinion and incli- 
mation that I newdailio America. Ihavethad no let- 
ter from thenceéfince they knew of my atrival. I know 
not what my 1@xt letters may contain, Befides, the 
fine feafon is iw comiog on here, fad Dr, a 
thinks Briflol ag avd water would give me peif-< 
health. On thaMtberhand, my moft intimate friends 
(exc.pt Mr. Bro afield) infit upon my going direly 
to Boflon. ThG fiy no letters can po with fafety 
and that f ¢anfreliver more information and advice 
.cou'd or onght to be wrote. They 
fay my ig mow (if I arrive faf.) mut be of gre: 
e@vantay~ to the Amierican caufe”’. He attempted t 
ferve 4 caufe in the way advifed to, notwirhftand- 
iug she perfonal dangers ‘attending it, andjloft his 
_ ‘life hn the attempt : ‘Let him be aumbered therefore 
wita the heroes iiat have falica in’ the -difguie. _— 
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had collected for fervice, in S 
te brought ro an extremity, d 

ructions for d it were witle- 
ed : blood being wantonly 
ting to execute them, we were 
ed into a defenfive war, with the 
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When we look back to 


'y, We are mecptig. t e anniver- 
ndependency ! The ford being 
Mtained wath the blood 
e people éfktred them- 

in the caufe of liberty,’ and 
é e clofely. ‘Still we were 
of an accommodati- 
etitioned again, ‘without 
only. emplarging them 


> was afraid left we were fitfely afper- 
wifhed to have the trifling mn%raky 


efources, her val fiatices! her ar- 


yale’ ap the ne bony “ie rib, 


Se 
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Mima Negroes againf{ us. Union was 
¢ffential to our fafety : fome colonies there- 
fore coul dnot be gratified in their defires aftet 
independency grill it was the with of moft 
or all. The ‘uelufive image of an inclination 
on the part of the miniltry to fettle the dif- 
pute by treating, with which many in Bri- 
tain were amufed, fafcinated numbers on this 
fide the Atlantic: but when it was found that 
eG the commiflion given to the Howes was to 
be fupported by an army of foreign mercenary 
‘ries, a changeaof fentiments among the be- 
guiled Americans commenced, and the ad- 
_vocates for independency multiplied greatly, 
® the meafire being made abfolutely neceffary 

in order te felf-prefervations 


\ 

The deep laid fcheme for deftroying the 
army being difcover’d in a feafonable mo- 
ment, remov'd the difficulties ftill remaining 
in the breafts of feveral well-affeéted to the 
caufe and liberties of the continent ; and 
brought every colony without exception to 
unite in deeyiring for a ftate of independen- 
cy, and that‘ hey were abfolyed from all al- 
legiance to t{ge Britith crown, and thacall po- 
litical commie? tion between them and the ftare_ 
of Great-Bréiain, was and ought to be totally 


diffalvedy “a 
(tr ee 


e “Gariety of particulars confpire to evi- 
_defice, that it becomes us to fay of this pteat 
event that it was from the Lord. ‘The unton 

( of 


as “marvellous, _confiderin 
to hinder it; that ghey 
ng interefts, their aati 
eir different forms of govern 
ntinuance of ghat union, note 
the attempts made "o prevent ir— 
| unanimity prevailing fucce flively 
ee ere the ready conipliance 
their recommendations and refoluti- 
s continent —the fuccefles attend- 
vary operations—the new model- 
_ our governments, thar the 
thereby attain to the enjoy- 
civil rights, to a degree beyond 
fore known—the derangemert 
concerted by the adhcrtnts of the, 
iftry i in different colonits—the re- 
peoples fentiments yaaking them 
-meafure, thar a few ngonths before 
* honght f-—the over- 


yo bccatuier: while there was an 
‘them, tho’ urged ftrongly to ic by. 
tcfmen in the kingdom—the - 
; a point which 
fe occafioned a 
and Lord Hfiwes nor arriv- 
y icclared, which — 
qenity obi 
ipg the mea-— 
ag-—T hefe 
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Letothers attach’d toa falfe philofophy,afcribe 
th¢ {feration of the united States of Ameri- 
ca(from Great-Britain to moral and natural 
caifes, without taking isto the account the 
previdential conff.n of the Moft High in or- 
der to the accomplifhment of his own divine 
purpofe ; but let every religious affembly fay, 
the king hearkenednot unto the people, for the 
caufe was from the Lord ; this thing ts from 
God. And [ heartily congratulate you upon 
his haviag brought it to pafs, as the only fe- 
cure way for your continuing free. I fee not 
how itis poffiblé for you to be ever more de- 
pendent upon Great- Britain, without being in 


a ftate of bofdage, and feeling all the horrors 


or flavery. \I have not a doubt but that we 
are fully authorifed by reafon and religion for 
thus feparating, ; and am perfuaded that we 
are juftified by the difinterefied and impartial 
world. May the fpirit of wifgom return fpee- 
dily to the Britifh councils, that fo Britain may 
foon recover our friendfhip and fecure our 
connection by commereial treaties, ere it is too 
Jare, and her ruig is fealed! But of this I bave 
little hope, unlefjfome important event fhould 
take place in Eusope, and oblige Britons to _ 
bethink themfelfcs : Lrather expect, that they 
will itrain everf, nerve to fubduc us. And 
: ey i : 
fuch is the imiety of the courticrs (I mean 
in juftice topicept the king) fuch theirreligion | 
of Lords/nd Commons, that was a meflenger 


~ fent wis the word of God to forbid the bloo-_ 


dy puzpofe, he would be reje&ted without ex-— 
; amining 


ate . wr aa. 
leaven ‘would have lefs atten- _ 
4 


an a threatning exprefs fro 

uring power, HMyor the God 

| again and again his difappro- 

t bloody. proceedings, by feat- 

lets, ftaying their voyages, dif- 

eir plans, delivering many of their 

> our hands, and plunging them con- 

into greater diihculties. I might | 

te the feveral interpofitions of provi- 

eby we have been carried fafely 

ve ft § year of our independency : but > 
1 not ‘permic ir, and you cay 

forgot or be ignorapt of them. : 
Hl, the Britith foinitiry will mee 

wh aaa will che ven- 


a 


n seabed nation to avenge 
ich ircafonable rulers ! 

bh me fomewhat longer, my konon- “ 

for methinks 4 perceive in a ~ 

‘a fly crafty andkconcealed cne~ 

‘in the ear offhis well difpo-  / 

eR y sles be peat ee: 
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4 will, probably follow, unlefs prevented in the | 
ae matneg abovementioned. And tho’ in the 
he Pine prefent conteft, and while engrof- 
feq in attending to our own fafety, we can 
{ca’ 
S 


cavce find timegto pity her ; yet when we 
have got throu€4 our difficulties, we fhall 
bitterly lament her fall, and curfe the memo- 
riesof thofe who made it abfolutely neceflary 
for us to give her the mortal wound, that fo 
we might efcape with life and liberty. As _ 
€ to the united ftates of America, there is no 
reafon to fear that it will be with them as it 
was with the ten tribes, do we improve by 
their errors. Whatled ontotheir ruin, was, 
their choofing another king when they had 
rejected Rehbboam, and nor ereéting a form 
of aie fhould keep out tyranny, 


after they had éaft off the tyrant. \ They muft 
needs call Jeréboam unto the congregation, 
and make him king over all Ufrael: and he 
through jealoufy, Icft the people by frequents 
ing the worfhip of the Lord God at Jerufa- ~ 
lem fhould be induced at length to return to 
Rehoboam, adopted a policy that made Ifra- 
clo fin, and fdjfeit the bleffing and proteétix 
on of heaven. § 


But we are nft bound to repair to the me- 
tropolis of Gre® Brirain that we may do ho- * 
mage to the S5vercign of the’ univerfe, Our 
feparationArom hercan be no injury to theyed.9 «on 

fecontineg’ Should fhe think of denying’ / 
epifeogil ordination to pe:fons of that pet> 
7 = ~- = fuafion, 


| est.) 

“faafion, fhe only-endangers her own eftablifh~ 
ment: and confciencious perfons of thit com- 
“munion will foon be able to procure epifto- 
‘pal ordination eclfewhere.. No damage fan 
“enfue to the continent, cn. Y2"fcore of rehgi- 
on, from its feparation. Nay, we may derive 


~ abenefit from it, even beyond what is enjoy- 


& 


‘edin Britain, by embracing the prefent happy 

moment for eftablifhing to all the peaceable 
“enjoyment of the rights of confcience, while 
‘they approve themfclves good: members of 
_ ¢ivil fociety, be theér religious principles what 
they may. : 


In civil concerns, let us divefi ourfelves of 
that felfith partialicy and oppreffive temper 
_ which have fo difgraced us of* late, and be- 
“nummed thofe patriotic prindiples which ani- 
“mated us in the commencentent of the pre- 
‘fent noble conteft, rarning numbers into fons 
of rapine and extortion that once pafied for 
“and called themfelves ‘high fons of liberty. 
~The nature of the times muft unavoidably 
“make the neceflaries ‘no Icfo than the fuper- 
“fluities of life much dearer Than formerly, fo _ 
“that it would be folly to faj/, that all that ad-_ 
“vance which has taken plac,| has been owing 
“to oppreffion and extorti®n. But if men 
“in this:day will not be conreyt with a liveli- 
hood, and will make themfelveforrunes, im- 
menfe fortunes, out of the vit of the 
* E site T fay, let the curfe of heaverfall up- 
“br their fabftance, their unhallowe'! gains, 
sae til 


ie: ed 
-tilkthefame areprovidentially difperfed among 
‘the @fferers. "Tis not a curfe that is caufe- 
lefs. Says the wifcft of men, be that with- 
Ayldeth corn, the people fhall curfe hin: but 
bijing fhall be gp-on the head of him that Jel-- 
leth it, Prov. 11, 26.—to corn we may add, 
_meat, wool, flax, ugar, falt, in a word all the 
neceflary articles ot life, whether raifed in the 
country by the farmer, or brought in by the 
merchant or perfons engaged in Privatecring. 
And I can heartily deliver over to fatan, in the 
‘name of the people, fuch oppreffive withhol- 
“ders, for the defteustion of their fleth and of 
their fubftance, that fo their fpirits may be fa- 
ved in» the day of the Lord Jefus. , Laim not 
this. ftroke | at any particular order of men ; 
and have been vexed at the weaknefsand wick- 
ednefs that haye appeared in that animofity 
which hath exited between the merchant and 
countryman. “Fix their proportion, and I will 
venture to bring as many honeft upright pa- 
triotic individuals from the one as from the 
other, and as many from each of the oppo- 
fite chara@ter. _ But to hear fome talk againft 
trade and merc\andife, as though they were 
of courfe a nuifince to fociety and the coun- 
try could do wijhout them, isan exercife for 
patience, Th very perfons forget, that 
had it not btn for trade and merchan- 
dife, the co¥ntry had never becn, fettled by 
thers, had never been peopled and 
7 as now, had remained a wildernefs 
e refidenceof Indians. They forget, 
that 
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ithout trade and merchandifa we niult 
® enflaved, for we could hMe had 
‘Mor ammunition, tents, medi- 
‘on. ‘The countryman fays, ‘and 
f; that if it had™ot been for the 
y you would not have had your men, 
ovifion and the lik¢—True, my friend, 
thews that the country and commer- 
felt ought not to be contrafted. to 
, that-for the public good and the 
“of community, providence hath 
ined: them together, and what 
ined roger let no man put 


Fy: nifftaken; or before the feesiva 
y were both joined in one iff 
‘united, andto whom we are 
han to anyfone man up- 
I recolle@ myfeif 
bagtoedyld be like thewing 
wing, defcribedit, Was not 
and honourable Prefident of the 
ur own— a merchant alfo ? Some 
&ersin the ciyil and milita- 
it Lwere merchagts or traders 4 
id: fo much #pon this head; 
re-will be faid"apon ic ietigee 


-asmould: the: a 
ve Seige eng the 
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“tyranny,and as ever to retain the fupreme au~ 
thorry in the people, together with the pow- 
er, no lefs than the right ofscalling their de- 
Jegated agents so an account, whether they fit 
iv the aflemblyy be council, shea, or the 
Congrefs. Weare not fighting Sgainft the 
name of a king, but the tyranny ; and if we 
fuffer that tyranny under another name, Wwe 
only change our mafter without getting rid 
ef our flavery. Take heed therefore my 
brethren, and fland faft in that liberty where- 
with you have been made free. Let no 
fingle individuak let no colleétive body exalt 
ivfelf above meafure, and affume toitfelf pow- 
ers chat do not belong to it, and with which 
4c has never been entrufted, neither implicit- 
Jy nor exprefily. Now is the golden op- 
portunity for banifhing tyranny as well as 
royalty out of the American ftates, and fend- 
ing them back to Europe from whence-they 
were imported. 


I might enlarge, but muit forbear. Tis 
expedient and opportune however to men- 
tion that would we have our independency 
perpetuated, di us repent of our fins, at- 
tend to religifn, and live the doétrines of 
chriftianity ; then may we reafonably ex- 
pe@, that fyfare generations will joyfully 
commemorate this anniverfary, and that the 
names ¢f thofe who boldly ftood forthin 
the offife of liberty, and aéted a confiftent 
and uniform part will be bleffed. 

My 
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My honourable audience, Tamas. muck 
tired with fpeaking, as you can be irh 
hearing me; but [ muft take a lietle no-- 
tice of what ftrikes the ear_of my imagi-. 
: ~— from one opprefled@yith the diffi- 
altics of the day—if thefe are the fruits 

_ of independence, better be dependent as 
_ before’!—-My honeft friend, they are not 
the fruits of independence, but of Bri- 
tain’s attempting to enflave us. They ori- - 
inate truly and properly from thofe we 
were before dependent upon. Blame then - 
herefore for all your difficuities, and hate 
more than ever being brought into bon- 
dage to them. Your difficulties are great, — 
but don’t miftake the caufe, charge them 
to the real authors. I pity you under 
them, and recommend it to every man. to 
cafe you of them as far as he is able. 
t, my friend, have you ever read the 
ory of your own country wrote by 
ther, if not, you have heard of it, let 
ne recommend it to your perufal, you 
Wo then find, that your difficulties are 
Hy fhort of what your forptathers en- 
|} And Iet me further fell you, thar 
“not recollec& reading of any people 
the creation that ewer fecured theit 
s without undergoing far, far more 
what we have experienced. [| fee, or 
fee, a diftant dawning thas indi- 
e are not far from the end ofur 
But if not, be of good cour-gs, 
ae 


® 
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| the. horrors. of flavery, after having cxafpe- 


ratedyour enemies by fo animated and’ brave: 
an oppofiton, are more to be dreaded than: 


greater difficulties. Look! upon your little. 


es, the darfes of your foul, and:con-: | 
fider what will be their lot fhou!d the » 


‘arms of Britain prevail. They will be for-. 


ced to cry out, O that we had. been born © 
Africans inftead of Americans! I now leave 
it with your good fenfe, and have done, my ° 
friend. 1 cannot but hope that the Lord 


will, fave us for his own names fake, 


A MBN So'terit.be ! 
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he following UY MN from Dr. WarrTs's 
collection, fomewhat altered, was Jung upon 
the accafion. : = 


ATURE with all her pow rs thal fing 
-God*the creator and the King ; 
for air, nor earth, nor {kies, nor teas, 
Deny the tribute of their praife. 


Begin to make his glories known, 

Ye feraphs that fit near his throne, 

Tune your harps high, and {pread the found 
To the creation’s utmoft bound. 


All mortal things of meaner frame, 

‘Exert your force, and own his name ; 
Whilft with our fouls, and with our voice, 
We fing his honors and our joys. 


To him Se facred all we hava; 

From the young cradle to the grave ; 
Our lips fhall his loud wonders tell, 
And ev'ry word a miracle. 


This weftern foil, cur native land, 
Lies fafe in the Almighty’s hand ; 

Our foes of congueft dream in vain, 
We'll ne'er fabmit to wear the chainf 


Raife monumental praifes high, 

To him that thunders thro’ the fly, 
And with an awful nod or frown, 
Shakes an afpiring tyrant down 


t 


